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InhisbookLegalDraftinginaNut-
shell, Haggard [1] includes a useful chapter of nearly 50 pages in which he lists various lexical and structural elements and explains how these can lead to ambiguous writing. The kind of inventory approach that he presents is helpful and reveals that ambiguity doesn't just happen but often results from the careless use of identifiable structures or particular words.
One structure that Haggard discusses is the passive. He points out that when a passive has been "truncated" so that it removes the performer of a given action, this results in a problem for interpretation. For example, if we truncate a passive sentence such as "All change orders over $500 shall be reported to the bank by the contractor within 10 days," the resulting sentence, "All change orders shall be reported to the bank within 10 days," removes the identity of the party responsible for making the report [1, p. 145 The Soviet ruler replies, "It was made for us by our good friends in Poland."
"And your suit, sir," Ortega says. "It too is quite elegant."
Gorbachev says, "It was also given to us by our good friends in Poland."
"Well," Ortega remarks, "they must be very good friends indeed." "Yes," Gorbachev says. "They must" [6, pp. 260-61 ].
This joke shows that the kind of concern that modals hold for legal drafting has also been noted by those who create humor.
But examining advertisements shows us that there is another potential for ambiguity with modal verbs, an ambiguity that is probably less likely to have been noted in legal drafting books but which could potentially cause problems for a writer who is not alert. One of the features of modal verbs is that, besides being uninflected themselves, they must be followed by a verb that is also uninflected. 
